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ABOUT THE AMERICAN ASSEMBLY 

The American Assembly was established by Dwight D. Eisenhower at 
Columbia University in 1950. It holds nonpartisan meetings and publishes 
authoritative books to illuminate issues of United States policy. 

An affiliate of Columbia, with offices in the Graduate School of Busi
ness, the Assembly is a national, educational institution incorporated in 
the State of New York. 

The Assembly seeks to provide information, stimulate discussion, and 
evoke independent conclusions in matters of vital public interest. 

AMERICAN ASSEMBLY SESSIONS 

At least two national programs are initiated each year. Authorities are 
retained to write background papers presenting essential data and defining 
the main issues in each subject. 

A group of men and women representing a broad range of experience, 
competence, and American leadership meet for several days to discuss the 
Assembly topic and consider alternatives for national policy. 

All Assemblies follow the same procedure. The background papers are 
sent to participants in advance of the Assembly. The Assembly meets in 
small groups for four or five lengthy periods. All groups use the same 
agenda. At the close of these informal sessions participants adopt in 
plenary session a final report of findings and recommendations. 

Regional, state, and local Assemblies are held following the national 
session at Arden House. Assemblies have also been held in England, 
Switzerland, Malaysia, Canada, the Caribbean, South America, Central 
America, the Philippines, and Japan. Over one hundred institutions have 
cosponsored one or more Assemblies. 

ARDEN HOUSE 

Home of The American Xssembly and scene of the national sessions 
is Arden House, which was given to Columbia University in 1950 by W. 
Averell Harriman. E. Roland Harriman joined his brother in contributing 
toward adaptation of the property for conference purposes. The buildings 
and surrounding land, known as the Harriman Campus of Columbia 
University, are 50 miles north of New York City. 

Arden House is a distinguished conference center. It is self-supporting 
and operates throughout the year for use by organizations with educa
tional objectives. The American Assembly is a tenant of this Columbia 
University facility only during Assembly sessions. 
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AMERICAN ASSEMBLY BOOKS 

The background papers for each Assembly program are published in 
cloth and paperbound editions for general readership. In this way the 
deliberations of Assembly sessions are continued and extended. Subjects 
to date are: 
1951-1952 - United States-Western Europe. Inflation 
1953 -· Economic Security for Americans 
1954 - The United States' Stake in the United Nations 

- The Federal Government Service 
1955 - United States Agriculture. The Forty-eight States 
1956 - The Representation of the United States Abroad 

- The United States and the Far East 
1957 - International Stability and Progress. Atoms for Power 
1958 - The United States and Africa. United States Monetary Policy 
1959 - Wages, Prices, Profits, and Productivity 

- The United States and Latin America 
1960 - The Federal Government and Higher Education 

- The Secretary of State 
- Goals for Americans 

1961 - Arms Control: Issues for the Public 
- Outer Space: Prospects for Man and Society 

1962 - Automation and Technological Change 
- Cultural Affairs and Foreign Relations 

1963 - The Population Dilemma 
- The United States and the Middle East 

1964 - The United States and Canada 
- The Congress and America's Future 

1965- The Courts, the Public, and the Law Explosion 
- The United States and Japan 

1966 - State Legislatures in American Politics 
- A World of Nuclear Powers? 
- The United States and the Philippines 
- Challenges to Collective Bargaining 

1967 - The United States and Eastern Europe 
- Ombudsmen for American Government? 

1968 - Uses of the Seas 
- Law in a Changing America 
- Overcoming World Hunger 

1969 - Black Economic Development 
- The States and the Urban Crisis 

1970 - The Health of Americans 
- The United States and the Caribbean 

1971 - The Future of American Transportation 
- Public Workers and Public Unions 

1972 - The Future of Foundations 
- Prisoners in America 

1973 - The Worker and the Job 
- Choosing the President 

1974 - The Good Earth of America 
- On Understanding Art Museums 
- Global Companies 

1975 - Law and the American Future 
- Women and the American Economy 

1976 - The Nuclear Power Controversy 
- Jobs for Americans 
- Capital Formation 
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